From: 'Mark Weber' via 47th Ward Green Council leaders greencouncil47 @googlegroups.com &
Subject: Update from the 47th Ward; Rake the Leaves & new TreeKeeper
Date: December 12, 2025 at 8:46 PM
To: Mark Weber markweber@mac.com
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Hello Friends of Winnslie Parkway,

We’re writing with a brief update following our last message, including an
important community announcement from the 47th Ward, as well as a few
additional updates and ideas as we look ahead.

1. 47th Ward Community Announcement

(Shared at the request of the 47th Ward)

47th Ward Alderman



Hello,

Crews have installed the concrete curb along the west side of Ravenswood
between Ainslie and Winnemac, providing physical protection for the protected
contraflow bike lane. This completes safe cycling access along Ravenswood
from Bowmanville and Edgewater down to the Ravenswood Metra Station and
the Leland Greenway and 47th Ward cycling network.

With this, the Ravenswood resurfacing project is substantially complete (crews
may still need to install some signage and roadway markings in certain areas).

In the spring construction and planting will continue on the Winnslie Greenway
extension, bringing a new garden and walking path from Ainslie down to the
Metra Station.

Best,
Joshua Mark

Chief of Staff

2. What This Means for Winnslie Parkway

The completion of the protected bike lane strengthens connections between
Winnslie Parkway, the Ravenswood Metra Station, and the rest of the 47th Ward
cycling network.

We’re looking forward to spring when construction will continue and spring
planting will begin in the Winnslie expansion area, bringing new gardens and
a walking path south from Ainslie to the Metra Station.

3. Looking Ahead: Possible “Rake the Leaves” Volunteer Event

As we plan ahead, we’re exploring the idea of adding a fall volunteer event
focused on leaf management along the parkway. This year, a small pilot effort
showed that—when timing and weather cooperate —leaves can be quickly raked
into piles by volunteers and then mulched on site using equipment provided by



our head gardener.

With enough help, much of the work could potentially be completed in about 60—
90 minutes. The resulting mulch can be composted on site, returning organic
nutrients to the lawn and garden areas. This approach could also help reduce
annual landscape costs (potentially saving around $1,500), while giving
volunteers another way to support the parkway. This would be a weather-
dependent activity, but we wanted to share the idea early as we look toward next
fall.

4. Congratulations to Our Head Gardener

We’'re also pleased to share that Keith Clauson, our head gardener, has
recently become a certified TreeKeeper through Openlands. The
TreeKeepers program provides training in tree care, urban forestry, and
stewardship, and Keith’s participation strengthens our ability to care for the
parkway’s trees.

We’'re grateful for Keith’s expertise, and for the Openlands partnership that
support this work.

~{ Thank you, as always, for your continued interest, encouragement, and
support. We'll continue to share updates as work progresses.

Warm regards,

Mark Weber, Tim Gillengerten, and Roy Wesley

Friends of Winnslie Parkway — Board of Directors
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If you'd prefer not to receive these group messages, reply to this email or contact
us at winnslie @gmail.com and we’ll take care of it.

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "47th Ward Green Council leaders" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to

greencouncil47+unsubscribe @googlegroups.com.

To view this discussion visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/greencouncil47/807EF497-0858-4D69-A62E-
F1A6BF367B7C%40mac.com.

For more options, visit https://groups.google.com/d/optout.
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